
MINUTES OF THE ALL SAINTS BRIXWORTH APCM 15TH APRIL 2018  
 
Location: The Brixworth Centre.  
 
The meeting opened at 12:00 noon with a Prayer.  
 
Present: 24 members 
 
EASTER VESTRY MEETING  
 
Election of Churchwardens  
 
There are two Churchwarden positions. Mrs. Vanessa Crooks is re-standing as 
Churchwarden. Rev. Chloe asked the assembled members if anyone would consider being 
the second churchwarden.  
 
No one was forthcoming at the meeting.  
 
Rev. Chloe explained that Colin Bament (not present) will continue to assist Vanessa as 
necessary. Stephanie Arnold expressed an interest in assisting where she could.  
 
Vanessa Crooks was duly elected as our sole Churchwarden for the coming year.  
 
ANNUAL PAROCHIAL CHURCH MEETING  
 
1. Minutes of the 2017 APCM 
 
The Minutes from 2017 were reviewed.  
 
The following corrections were made: 
 
One correction –  
 

• Page 2 - Nigel Turpin was omitted from the PCC members list  
• Page 4 - Proposition relating to acceptance of the Secretary’s Report corrected to 

Secretary’s report not Churchwardens report as stated.  
• Page 7 – The date of the Friends lecture was changed to October from September.  

 
Proposition – That the 2018 APCM accept the Minutes of the 2017 APCM with the 
required amendments.  
Proposer: Vanessa Crooks 
Seconder: Wendy Kingham  
Result: The proposition was passed by unanimous show of hands 
 
2. Election of Parochial Church Council (PCC) 
 



The Secretary explained that nomination forms had been received from all standing for 
election, with exception of Carole Phillips.  The intention would be to co-opt her at the first 
PCC meeting once the form had been received.  
Rev. Chloe explained that our Electoral Roll size meant that we could have a maximum of 
NINE elected PCC members. Hence an election would be required as we had in excess of this 
number in candidates.  
 
Following discussion with floor, it was decided that some existing PCC members would 
move to Ex-Officio and would continue to be members of the PCC via this method.  
 
The following would be PCC members via the Ex Officio mechanism: 
 
Rector:     Rev. Chloe Wilson-Thomas 
Churchwarden:   Mrs. Vanessa Crooks 
Secretary:    Mr. Anthony Farrow 
Deanery Synod Representative:  Mrs. Sylvia Woodhead  
Deanery Synod Representative: Mrs. Mary Brown  
Safeguarding Officer:   Mrs. Kate Knight  
 
The following would be PCC members via election at the APCM: 
 
Mr. Colin Bament  
Mr. David Hamson  
Mrs. Wendy Kingham  
Mrs. Andy Kempa (Treasurer)  
Mr. Ian Barratt 
Mrs. Jane Rew 
Mr. Roger Brandon-Jones  
 
It is the intention of the PCC to co-opt Carole Phillips at the next PCC meeting. 
 
Proposition – That the 2018 APCM elect all duly nominated candidates to the 2018 PCC 
Proposer: Dave Hamson 
Seconder: Stephanie Arnold  
Result: The proposition was passed by unanimous show of hands 
 
3. ELECTION OF STEWARDS 
 
Vanessa explained that Derek Grass is sadly leaving the Parish. We need more volunteers to 
become stewards and appealed to the members.  
 
Ian Barratt & Dorothy Barratt volunteered. We have 11 in total  
 
List of Stewards 
 

Kathleen Wakefield, Mary Brown, Rosemary Ward, Sylvia Woodhead, Carol Curtis, 
Harvey Fox, Kathy Knight, Andy Kempa, Richard Kempa, Ian Barratt, Dorothy Barratt 



 
 
4. ELECTION OF READERS 
We currently have 11 readers, however Peter Oliver has given notice he may not be able to 
continue.  Jane Rew offered to become a reader.  
 
List of Readers  
 

Peter Oliver, Sylvia Woodhead, Vanessa Crooks, Michael Lewis, Brian Collett, 
Stephanie Arnold, Michael Simpson, Colin Bament, Jane Neill, Carol Curtis and Jane 
Rew. 

 
 
Vanessa appealed for more intercessors. Anthony asked for an explanation of the role. It is 
the production of the the prayers for that week’s service.  
 
5. ELECTION OF DEANERY SYNOD REPRESENTATIVES  
 
Brixworth All Saints is entitled to send two representatives. Stephanie Arnold, Sylvia 
Woodhead, Mary Brown are prepared to undertake this role.  Rev. Chloe explained that 
Stephanie Arnold has subsequently withdrawn her candidacy.  
 
Hence Sylvia and Mary are duly elected as our two Deanery Synod representatives for 2018.   
 
6. APCM 2018 REPORTS 
 
6.1 Stewardship and electoral roll.  
 
Francis presented his report to the members and highlighted the key areas – Appendix A.  
 
There are 52 members on the 2018 Electoral Roll. There are five additional members on the 
2018 roll compared to 2017.  
 
Twenty three of the members contribute to gift aid, Francis stated that it would be good if 
we could increase this. There are currently seven boxes available for 2018 if anyone would 
like one who is not contributing this way then please see Francis.  
 
Additionally, there are members who donate via cheque and via direct debit.  
 
Overall, our Sunday collection is up on last year by £820.45  
 
We have now made gift aid claims to HMRC and we are up to date with all claims.  
 
There were no questions arising from the report.  
 
6.2 Churchwarden’s report  
 



Churchwarden Vanessa Crooks presented her report (Appendix B) and highlighted the key 
areas.  
 
Rev Chloe clarified that the value of the grant application mentioned in the report that we 
will be applying for is £7000. 
 
Additionally, Vanessa thanked the volunteers who removed the ivy on the Church exterior. 
 
Questions & Matters Arising.  
 
There was one accepted correction – the paint is confirmed as peeling the from the west 
wall of the church, not the north as stated.  
 
Rev. Chloe asked a question regarding the total cost of the organ repair. Vanessa confirmed 
that it was £10,800.  
 
Robert stated that the organ was much improved, and this had been observed by a number 
of people in the congregation.  
 
Proposition – That the 2018 APCM accept the Churchwarden’s Report 
Proposer: Andy Kempa 
Seconder: Chloe Wilson-Thomas  
Result: The proposition was passed by unanimous show of hands 
 
 6.3 Secretary’s Report  
 
Anthony presented his report (Appendix C) and highlighted the key areas.  
 
Questions and matters arising.  
 
Sheila Jowers spoke regarding the 1985 agreement concerning the right to use the toilets in 
the Brixworth Centre. We had paid £25 per quarter for the use of the toilets. This was for  
visitors to the Church. The original idea had been that the lower toilets would be made 
available so that the main users of the Centre would not be disturbed.  
 
Anthony asked if there was a lock on the door to the remainder of the Centre. His 
understanding was that it was an OFSTED requirement to secure the premises for the 
playgroup, and no access could be granted during this time. It was also observed by Kate 
Knight that there is no disabled access to the lower toilets and hence this route of access 
and egress would be unsuitable.  
 
Sylvia Woodhead (who is also a member of the Brixworth Centre Committee) stated that 
the Centre are happy to allow use of the toilets, but not during periods when the Centre is 
rented out. This is because if hirers are paying a cost for use of the building then it is not 
unreasonable for them to restrict access and that must be honored.  
 



Eric Rew asked if the Centre pay a rent for the car park. The answer was obtained from the 
PCC that they do not.  
 
The discussion concluded that the PCC would continue with their previously declared plan 
to proceed with the building of our own toilets.  
 
Proposition: That the 2018 APCM accept the Secretary’s Report 
Proposed: Sylvia Woodhead 
Seconded: Sheila Jowers 
Result: The proposition was passed by unanimous show of hands 
 
6.4 Treasurer’s Report  
 
Andy Kempa presented her report (Appendix D) and highlighted the key items.  
 
Questions & Matters Arising 
 
Roger Brandon-Jones asked why the Church & Churchyard running expenses are totaled 
together in the one pot.  
 
Andy explained this is how this is required for the Diocese.  
 
Anthony Farrow asked about the field which provides rental income, as there was a 
previous question on this in 2016 and the PCC took an action to review the level of rent. 
Vanessa explained that this had not been completed as the review would likely cost more 
than increased income arising from such a review.  
 
Gwion Thomas asked where the field is actually located. Wendy Kingham stated it is located 
at the corner of the Holcot and Scaldwell roads.  
 
The PCC were tasked with looking again the future income from this field. ACTION PCC  
 
Kate Knight proposed a vote of thanks to Andy for all her work as Treasurer.  
 
Proposition: That the 2018 APCM accept the Treasurers Report 
Proposed:  Anthony Farrow 
Seconded:  Wendy Kingham 
Result: The proposition was passed by unanimous show of hands 
 
 
6.5 Friends Report 

 
Kate outlined the key points from her report (Appendix E) 
 
Questions & matters arising  
 



Roger Brandon-Jones asked if coach parties are encouraged to visit. Kate responded yes, it is 
advertised on our website.  
 
Rev. Chloe proposed a vote of thanks to the Friends for all their vital work  
 
6.6 Safeguarding Report  
 
Kate Knight highlighted the key parts of her report (Appendix F).  
 
There was an action arising for the standing committee to place a Safeguarding agenda item 
for review at the next PCC meeting. ACTION: PCC 
 
Questions & matters arising 
 
There were none.  
 
Proposition: That the 2018 APCM accept the Safeguarding Report 
Proposed: Rev. Chloe Wilson-Thomas 
Seconded:  Andy Kempa 
Result: The proposition was passed by unanimous show of hands 
 
6.7 Vicar’s Report  
 
Rev. Chloe believes that our church is now growing, the atmosphere at services is warmer 
and livelier. The experiment to create more space at the rear of the church has worked.  
 
Our Growth Action Plan has been produced and is being followed. The Open the Book 
course will now be done in autumn as this is considered better timing.  
 
We now have better relations with the uniformed organisations in the village, and we have 
improved our communications – we have a better website now, and improved use of social 
media. 
  
We have a confirmation service in July this year, which will include eight from our church.  
 
The Fundraising Committee has been started, and Rev. Chloe expressed thanks to those 
people involved in it.  
  
Our toilet project is now getting under way. Rev. Chloe would like a nucleus of people to run 
this, we have some but really she is hoping for more members to come and get involved. 
For example, we need to apply for grants in order to help fund this.  
 
Junior Church is on the up, we have some excellent feedback on this.  
 
The Brixworth Music Festival has taken off, we have an enthusiastic committee, and lots of 
musicians are approaching us to take part. This year we have new genres as well as classical. 



Additionally, we have an international competition for women composers this is helping 
raise the profile of the Church and the village. 
  
We are trying to upgrade the piano to a professional grade one. Brixworth Parish Council  
has agreed a grant for this.  
Completing our toilets project will also help promote the church as a concert venue.  
 
Rev. Chloe expressed thanks for the churchyard working party, they have made a significant 
difference.  
 
Despite all the positives, there is a significant negative – our Parish Share is still not being 
paid in full. Rev. Chloe stated that we need to keep this in mind constantly. The impact of 
not paying is less ministry, and we may be merged with other Churches or have less regular 
services.   
 
Lastly Rev. Chloe expressed her thanks to all that we haven’t mentioned at the APCM so far.   
 
Questions & matters arising 
 
Anthony Farrow proposed a vote of thanks to Rev. Chloe for all she had done for us this 
year, and she received a round of applause.  
 
7. AOB 
 
Andy Kempa proposed a vote of thanks to Richard Johnson for examining the annual 
accounts.  
 
Sylvia requested that the subject of the Brixworth Centre to be added to the agenda of the 
next PCC meeting ACTION PCC  
 
 
The next PCC meeting is scheduled for 22nd May at the Heritage Centre, 7:30PM start.   
 
The Annual Parochial Church Meeting closed as 13:58 with the Grace.  
 
-END-  


